Three Levels of History by Arthur Marwick

1. The entire human past as it actually happened. 
2. Man’s attempt to describe and interpret that past, or in Barraclough’s words, ‘the attempt to describe and interpret that past
3. History as an academic discipline, the academic discipline of history, in which scholarly, systematic methods are applied to the source material from which interpretatiöns of past events are constructed and disseminated.

Ranke’s History

The nineteenth-century historian Leopold von Ranke, who pioneered the modern discipline of history, was concerned that history should be seen as a science, providing facts and objective deductions. For Ranke; history should aim to present the past as 'it actually was'.

Orthodox historical research is concerned with the systematic production of ‘objective’ knowledge. It is ‘scientific’, seeking out facts and proven hypotheses. In pursuit of ‘objectivity’, myth, anecdote, personal and fictional accounts are relegated to a secondary place, in which the meanings or knowledges offered through subjectivity, polemic and imagination can be categorized as less ‘true’.

E.P. Thompson’s history of working class

“I am seeking to rescue the poor stockinger, the Luddite cropper, the 'obsolete’ hand" loomweaveι the ‘utopian’ artisan ,and even the deluded follower of Joanna Southcott, from the enormous  condescension of posterity. Their crafts and traditions may have
been dying. Their hostility to the new industrialism may have been backward-looking. Their communitarian ideals may have been fantasies. Their insurrectionary conspiracies may have been foolhardy. But they lived through these times of acute social disturbance,
and we did not. Their aspirations were valid in terms of their own experience; and if they were casualties of history, they remain, condemned in their own lives, as casualties.”

The author’s comments

As an account of the experiences, values and beliefs of ‘ordinary’ people at a moment of dramatic social change, The Making of the English Workiηg Class contested the idea that history was inevitably about the great and good (or bad). Moreover, it demonstrated that ‘ordinary’ people could act as agents of social change and
were not simply at the mercy of historical and .economic forces beyond their control. Such a belief is important, as it can enable ‘ordinary’ people to believe that social change might be possible.


