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Towards the head of these Dales was
found a perfect Republic of Shepherds
and Agriculturists(Wordsworth,1974 206).)
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It is easy enough to make fun of Wordsworth’s apostasy, which was in
some senses abject, in his last forty years. What is less easy is to
conceive how he upheld, through all the preceding fifteen years, so
great a confidence that ‘fair seasons yet will come, and hopes as

fair(62, my emphasis).
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Of college cares and study was the scheme,
Nor entertained without concern for those
To whom my worldly interests were dear,
But Nature then was sovereign in my heart,
And mighty forms, seizing a youthful fancy,
Had given a charter to irregular hopes

(The Prelude VI 342-48)
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Once Man entirely free, along and wild,
Was bless’d as free-for he was Nature’s child.
He, all superior but his God disdained,
Walk’d none restraining, and by none restrain’d
Confess’d no law but what his reason taught,
Did all he wish’d, and wish’d but what he ought.
As Man in his primaeval dower array’d
The image of his glorious sire display’d
Ev’n so, by vestal Nature guarded, here
The traces of primaeval Man appear.
The native dignity no forms debase,
The eye sublime, and surly lion-grace.
The slave of none, of beasts alone the lord,
He marches with his flute, his book, and sword,
Well taught by that to feel his rights, prepar’d
With this “the blessings he enjoys to guard.”(520-35, Wordsworth, 1984
88, 90)
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Aol7} gt WEe oe o] F4 e A Aol 2
2 43 A Y9, 1 Gols AR @ W TR AR 4
& % 9o oSl 9 Wolglth dAEL WelN AART 9
AAR, WAl 5L 164 rlmelen A o] ABS el
W gowl 9 o Solsh 9k el ULITHWilliams, Helen

During the Sunday, the Voters came into Schivanden from all sides;
and the number being nearly complete, they assembled, the following
day, on a meadow of a few acres, at the foot of a mountain and near
the village, where the general assembly is held. A quadruple row of
benches was placed, and a circle formed of more than three hundred
feet in diameter. the magistrates having taken their seats in the inner
part of the circle, the people, consisting of about four thousand men,
all armed, seated themselves on the other benches, without distinction,
except their pastors, who were placed next their magistrates. The
President stood leaning on the sword of Liberty, near the centre of the
circle, with the Secretary, and two Serjeants, dressed in the livery of
the Canton. The women keep at a distance; but boys not yet sixteen
have a right to go within the circle, provided they remain seated, and

do not disturb the deliberations.
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It is with surprize then that I find you afterwards presuming to dictate
to the world a servile adoption of the British constitution. It is with
indignation I perceive you “reprobate” a people for having imagined
happiness and liberty more likely to flourish in the open field of a
republic than under the shade of monarchy. You are therefore guilty of
a most glaring contradiction. Twenty-five millions of Frenchmen have
felt that they could have no security for their liberties under any
modification of monarchical power. They have in consequence
unanimously chosen a republic. You cannot but observe that they have
only exercised that right in which by your own confession liberty
essentially resides(Wordsworth, 1974 Vol 1 35).
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If T were addressing those who have dealt so liberally with the words
Renegado, Apostate etc, I should retort the charge upon them, and say,
you [Wordsworth emphasis] have been deluded by Places and Persons,
while I have stuck to [my emphasis] Principles-I abandoned France, and
her Rulers, when they abandoned the struggle for Liberty, gave

themselves up to Tyranny, and endeavoured to enslave the world. I
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disapproved of the war against France at its commencement, thinking,
which was perhaps an error, that it might have been avoided-but after
Buonaparte had violated the Independence of Switzerland, my heart
turned against him, and the Nation that could submit to be the
Instrument of such an outrage(Wordsworth, 1978 97).
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And 1 have felt
A presence that disturbs me with the joy
of elevated thoughts: a sense sublime
of something far more deeply interfused,
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,
And the round ocean and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man:
(“Tintern Abbey” 93-99, Wordsworth, 1992 116-20)
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After we had continued some time admiring the sublime horror of the
scenery, we descended into the valley...Nothing delights me so much as
the inside of a Swiss cottage: all those I have hitherto visited, convey
the liveliest image of cleanliness, ease, and simplicity; and cannot but
strongly impress upon the observer a most pleasing conviction of the
peasant’s happiness. If 1 had never seen these little democratical states,
I could have formed no idea of the general equality and indistinction
that prevails among the inhabitants...The houses of the richer inhabitants
in the principal burghs, are of the same materials: the only difference
consists in their being larger... General liberty, general independence,
and an exemption from arbitrary taxes, are blessings which amply
compensate for a want of those refinements that are introduced by
opulence and luxury. But it is only in these small republics, and in
such a state of society, that this kind of general democracy can have
place(Coxe 52-53).
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Thus have they lived on from generation to generation-tillers of the
ground, and keepers of sheep; a hardy, long-lived race, fed and clothed
out of their own produce; men mighty to struggle with the storm on
the mountains, lovers of cur-dogs..They are a people who reckon not
by days, and months, and years, so much as by fasts and festivals,
fairs and merry-makings, great battles, and the times of great men. For
the last two they are especially notable: you may hear them date a
very ordinary event by the battle of Trafalgar, or Waterloo, or the days
of Pitt, or any other prominent man of the time; and in this they shew
forth the old Norse love of war and heroes, which still animates the

hearts of their pastoral descendants(Chamber’s Journal 137).
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In the two Poem, “The Brothers” and “Michael” I have attempted to
draw a picture of the domestic affections as I know they exist amongst
a class of men who are now almost confined to the North of England.
They are small independent proprietors of land here called statesmen,

men of respectable education who daily labour on their own little
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properties. The domestic affections will always be strong amongst men

who live in a country not crowded with population, if these men are
placed above poverty. But if they are proprietors of small estates,
which have descended to them from their ancestors, the power which

these affections will acquire amongst such men is inconceivable by

those who have only had an opportunity of observing hired labourers,
farmers, and the manufacturing Poor. Their little tract of land serves as

a kind of permanent rallying point for their domestic feelings...This

class of men is rapidly disappearing(Wordsworth, 1962 314-15)
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I have thought of you perpetually and never have my eyes burst upon a
scene of particular loveliness but I have almost instantly wished that you
could for a moment be transported to the place where I stood to enjoy
it. I have been more particularly induced to form those wishes because
the scenes of Swisserland have no resemblance to any I have found
in England, and consequently it may probably never be in your power
to form any idea of them(Wordsworth, 1962 35, my emphasis).

o=} S Aw Bgohs 204 deole ta AR AR S AetsitEt
T, oo} H2Hie 291289 BRG] ofgteS Hlarevte] AriA<l A
2k 7kska Qo] EHsitt shAltt 301 Fo] Y2fae TGS 9=

29} Hlarsh=t] A Aol |ivk

e 55499 AFARA o] A3 7

e 12 A% St Sud A

91 999 o AY 1hel 2T £ srAMOE T 28T

oo, Aolw B3} F1eolE, T3S 29929 Wmeke o] of

7 AAY Aol AT PN 225 FAS, AREA
3 ]

A= FHLEZAE S4a%0 R Hogra & § JIthEAE),

As a resident among the Lakes, I frequently hear the scenery of this
country compared with that of the Alps..If we could recall, to this
region of lakes, the native pine forests, with which many hundred years
ago a large portion of the heights was covered, then, during spring and
autumn, it might frequently, with much propriety, be compared to
Switzerland,-the elements of the landscape would be the same-one
country representing the other in miniature(Wordsworth, 1974 Vol 2
232, my emphasis).
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resemblance would be still more perfect on those days when vapours, resting
upon, and floating around the summits, leave the elevation of the mountains
less dependent upon the eye than on the imagination, Wordsworth, 1974 vol 2
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.Jt is not likely that a person so situated, provided his imagination be
exercised by other intercourse, as it ought to be, will become, by any
continuance of familiarity, insensible to sublime impressions from the
scenes around him(Wordsworth, 1974 Vol 2 349).
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Let me then invite the Reader to turn his eyes with me towards that
cluster of Mountains at the Head of Windermere...if they be looked at
from a point before our eyes, yet not so near but that the whole of it
is visible, we shall be impressed with a sensation of sublimity.-And if
this is analyzed, the body of this sensation would be found to resolve
itself into three component parts: a sense of individual form or forms; a
sense of duration; and a sense of power(Wordsworth, 1974 Vol 2 351).
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Wordsworth’s ‘Sublime’ Republic: the Politics of Swiss Myth

Abstract Chankil Park

This paper is an attempt to examine the idea of a republic in the
Wordsworth’s poetic career in relation with the Swiss myth. The Swiss myth
was a popular belief that an ideal democracy is being practiced in the small
communities located in the mountainous areas of the Alps each one of which
could be called a mini republic, a microcosm of the ancient republics such as
Athene or Sparta. Such small republics were peopled by the native inhabitants
naturally equipped with civic virtues such as patriotism, a spirit of
independence, frugality, and self-government all of which were grown in
constant contact with the sublime landscape of the Alps. Wordsworth began his
poetic career publishing a topographical poem Descriptive Sketches based upon
his trip to the Alps which was made in 1790 under the charm of Switzerland
as a country of pure democracy and sublime landscape. The Swiss myth, along
with its aesthetic and political ramification, was always the source of
inspiration in Wordsworth’s public life particularly in relation with his political
sentiments. In this paper, I am trying to explore the significance of the Swiss
myth in the transformation of Wordsworth’s political standpoint. 1 start with E.
P. Thompson’s sincere question about Wordsworth’s apparently groundless
optimism which managed to survive after all those traumas of political
disenchantment. The secret, I argue, is that the Swiss myth provided him with
a spiritual model with which to build an alternative Swiss in his native Lake
District. Wordsworth’s ambitious project failed, of course, leaving the
opprobrium of political apostasy only. It was undeniably an apostasy indeed
after a certain point in his life, but his impossible dream for an alternative

Swiss in the Lake District, I would like to argue, was dreamed due to his
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desperate wish to keep his republican idealism alive by building a ‘sublime’

republic of his own in whatever terms.

» FH0]: HEZH(Wordsworth), -3F2](Republicanism), 2~%]7~ A3 Swiss
Myth), 3l(sublime), F1d(Apostasy)
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