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Rornantic Elegy and the Politics of Larnentation : A Reading of Shelley’s Adonais 

Abstract Chankil Park 

Adonαis is an elegy written as a response to Tory critics' onslaught on 

Keats. Shelley wanted to take revenge on Tory critics not in the political arena 

of verbal joust but in the higher ground of literary tmdition. He chose to 

cornpose an elegy to cornrnernomte Keats. He had two objectives in his 

cornposition: one was to defend Keats and himself frorn the calurnny of T01γ 

critics' in the conternpordl)' literary society, and the other was to fight 

Wordsworth who was Shelley’s own rnentor of poetry in his early years but 

becarne now the rnost dorninant poet of the Tory c따np. Wordsworth was the 

rnajor enerny to fight in Shelley’s rnind because he still rernained “the rnost 

natural and tender of lyric poet" even after his political apostasy. He had to 

win Wordsworth in his private war of poetry not only to revenge Keats but 

also 10 b며19 justice to the Hunt group in the history of English poetry. 

Shelley’s Adonais is a subversion of Wordsworth’s elegy in 언 logic of 

larnentation. The rnoumer’s grief, for exarnple, was discretely contained in 

Wordsworth ’s elegy, whereas it is offered in Adonαis as the only way of going 

beyond hurnan rnortality. The consolation based on the idea of the rnoumer’s 

reunion with the rnoumed in the af‘terlife proves irnpossible frorn the beginning 

of Adonais because the division of life and death is inexomble and irreversible. 

Shelley’s nature, unlike W ordsworth’s, does not respond to hurnan passions at 

all, leaving no roorn for syrnpathetic cornrntmication between thern. The 

rnouming process in Adonais is now taken over by Shelley himself who, unlil(e 

other rnourners, willingly and cornpletely identify hirnself with the rnourned. 

This self-apotheosis appears to be a “ rnetaphysical suicide" to sorne scholars, 

but to rne only a rhetorical device required by the elegy’s logic. Shelley’s 
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literarγ “martyrdom" at the concluding stanza should be understood as his 

efforts to convince readers of Keats' (and his own) apotheosis without 

compromising his atheist conviction. Adonαis is a peculiar poem indeed as an 

elegy with a skeptic view of life, its lack of consolation, and the moumer’s 

complete identification with the moumed, which, however, makes it the fmest 

example of the elegy produced in the romantic period. 

, 주제어: 애도네이죄Adonais)， 키이츠(Keats) ， 엘페지(Elegy)， 애도(mouming)， 

쿼펀리리뷰-(Quαrterly Rev’ieμ!) ， 리 헌트.(Leigh Hunt), 워즈워스 

(Wordsworth), 무너진 오두믹-(The Ruined Cottage) 
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